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Abstract

This study examines the expanding role of international and local non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in safeguarding electoral integrity amid the accelerating spread of digital disinformation. As
electoral processes increasingly unfold within algorithmically curated information environments, the
manipulation of online content has emerged as a structural threat capable of shaping voter perceptions,
distorting political competition, and eroding confidence in democratic institutions. Accordingly,
electoral integrity can no longer be assessed exclusively through procedural safeguards; it must also
encompass the protection of the broader informational ecosystem in which political preferences and
democratic choices are formed.

Employing a comparative analytical methodology, the research investigates the legal and institutional
foundations that enable NGO engagement in electoral media monitoring, digital fact-checking, voter
information initiatives, and advocacy for regulatory reforms. Particular attention is devoted to the
Lebanese case, where weak media regulation, entrenched political fragmentation, and the absence of
comprehensive digital governance frameworks heighten vulnerabilities to coordinated disinformation
campaigns.

The findings reveal that NGOs have evolved from observers of formal electoral procedures into central
actors in the governance of electoral information security. Nonetheless, their impact remains constrained
by legal ambiguities, limited institutional cooperation, and the lack of a cohesive national strategy to
counter digital disinformation. The study concludes that strengthening electoral information security
necessitates an integrated framework built on legal modernization, institutional coordination, and
sustained collaboration among state authorities, civil society organizations, and digital platforms—
aimed at safeguarding voter autonomy and reinforcing democratic resilience.

Keywords: Electoral Integrity — Electoral Information Security — Digital Disinformation — NGOs —
Democratic Resilience — Lebanon
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